

























Article accepted Sep. 30, 2017
ICU Comparative Culture
No. 50 [2018], pp. 1-25












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Akutagawa’s Outlook on China Through Nanjing: 
On the basis of Kōnanyūki
XIE, Yinping





 This paper is a text analysis on The Christ of Nanjing (1920) and Kōnanyūki 
(1922). The Christ of Nanjing	 is	a	fiction	which	has	been	influenced	by	Junichiro	
Tanizaki’s	 Shinwai No Yoru	 (1919).	 This	 novel	 is	 distinctive	 because	 it	 can	 be	
classified	either	as	Christ	story	or	Chinese	story	that	differs	from	Akutagawa’s	
other	 works.	 This	 study	 illustrates	 the	 reasons	 why	 he	 combined	 Christ	 and	
Nanjing	 and	 his	 imagination	 about	Nanjing.	Not	 long	 after	 he	 published	The 
Christ of Nanjing,	he	had	an	opportunity	to	experence	a	real	Nanjing.	He	came	to	
China	as	a	journlist	from	March	to	July	in	1921,	and	this	visit	became	his	exclusive	









Nagasaki	 has	 been	 deeply	 affected	 by	 China	 and	 Europe.	 Even	 though	 he	
returned to Tokyo, the mixed culture in Nagasaki has been rooted in his memory. 
The	two	factors	interacted	which	lead	to	the	publication	of	The Christ of Nanjing. 
	 Secondly,	the	preview	studies	of	The Christ of Nanjing	viewed	Nanjing	as	an	
extoic	city	which	was	one-sided.	However,	Akuatagwa	did	not	describe	Nanjing	
directly.	 Instead,	 he	 caught	 a	 glimpse	 of	 Nanjing	 through	 heroine	 Kinka’s	
memory. Although The Christ of Nanjing	 is	 a	 fiction,	 Akutagawa	 deliberately	
sketched	the	real	society	of	Nanjing	which	has	been	oppressed	by	Western	power.	
	 Thirdly,	this	paper	focused	on	his	feelings	of	Qin	Huai	River	and	Ming	Tomb	
where	 he	 stayed	 in	 Nanjing.	 Akutagawa	 associated	 Qin	 Huai	 River	 with	 his	
hometown	 Sumidagawa	 district	 which	 indicated	 his	 closeness	 to	 Nanjing.	
Therefore,	he	felt	disappointed	when	he	saw	the	real	Nanjing	at	the	first	sight,	but	
his	attitude	was	modest	compared	with	other	Japanese	intellectuals.	His	last	stop	








importance	 to	 consider	Nanjing	when	 investigate	 the	 significance	 of	China	 in	
Akutagawa’s	Literature.
